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REPORT – HALEWICK LANE
Inspection of Site incorporating the Landfill Site, to the north of Halewick Lane, North Sompting,
08/10/2018

Views to the north of the landfill site
Introduction:
At a previous visit Cllr Godley, Cllr Baxter and myself inspected the public footpath (3083) and land
north of Halewick Lane. This was following concerns expressed by local residents. It was possible to
see on that visit, how steps had been taken to mitigate flooding in the event of a similar incident to
that which took place in August 2018. After exceptionally heavy rainfall at that time, quantities of
soil, brick and rubble were washed down into Halewick Lane. Because we observed matters which
raised concerns, a further visit to the area to inspect was undertaken. Photos taken in August and
shared on social media illustrate the extent of the problem.

Images Social Media FB August 2018
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Image Social Media FB August 2018

Image Worthing Herald August 2018
https://www.worthingherald.co.uk/news/6ft-wide-river-engulfs-sompting-road-in-flash-flooding1-8597827

Background:
Within the parish of Sompting, to the north of Halewick lane, there is an old landfill site. The landfill
site was opened in the 1940s and this ceased being used in 1990. The site was capped off to some
extent (‘restored ‘according to Katharine Giddings, Environmental Health Technical Officer –
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Contaminated Land, Adur and Worthing Councils, and reaching a final volume of 2000,000³ and an
average depth of 16 metres.) ‘ It was operated without any basal engineered containment system
although a semi-engineered cap was constructed.’ (Katharine Giddings)
Following this the land was undulating - evidenced by the fact that residents recall large portions of
wet ground and puddles following rainfall. The site was originally owned by WSCC and they retain
environmental responsibility for the site.to the east of the site there is a public footpath. This was
closed for 6 months in 2017 while works were under way. A parcel of land incorporating the landfill
site was sold to Mr Jack Sahied in 2008 and he retains all land responsibilities. Jack Sahied has since
leased the land, and other land he owns, for 10 years, to a tenant farmer, Mr George Vick. George
Vick has employed a contractor, P J Browns to take away potentially unsuitable topsoil and replace
this with a soil suitable for growing a crop (specifically, a grass crop for sileage).

Entrance to footpath looking north

SDNP Planning Authority granted a Certificate of Lawful Development (not full planning permission).
WSCC were not consulted regarding the proposed scheme which they state they should have been,
as an interested party.
The operation to replace topsoil was achieved by ferrying lorry loads of topsoil away to another site
and returning with topsoil deemed suitable for purpose. This involved up to 45 fully loaded lorries
daily, accessing the site via Halewick Lane which is a residential area. Information concerning where
this topsoil was obtained from has
not yet been obtained.

Landfill site looking south
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Landfill site looking south east

WSCC have responsibility for monitoring the landfill site, although I have been informed that no soils
samples have been taken recently. I have been advised that the contractor P J Browns should be
following the CL:AIRE code of practice and submitting soil sample results to the Environment Agency.
It is possible to observe outlets for gases and water monitoring. From what I have been able to
ascertain, the Environment Agency monitor soil and water quality.
The lagoon, which collects surface water of the access road has now been cleared by Adur District
Council, who own that land. Ongoing maintenance is under investigation. Adur District Council are
now pushing for George Vick (tenant farmer) to retain all catch-pits and ditches on the site to secure
future capacity and prevent further incidents of flooding to the lower part of Halewick Lane.
There is also a disused amenities facility, historically used for processing waste material at the site.
The following action has been taken Chair of The Amenities and Environment Committee:
•
•
•
•
•

An email has been sent to SDNP and they have responded
An email has been sent to WSCC and they have responded
An email has been sent to ADC and they have responded
Advice was obtained from a company specialising in soil testing
A response has been received: no monitoring of the site is conducted by the Environment
Agency and they referred SPC to WSCC and ADC for information

Informal Inspection:
This inspection was carried out today, by myself, Cllr Cathy Glynn-Davies and my husband Tom
Glynn, a qualified Civil Engineer in Drainage and Highways. His observations, and mine, are purely
based on what we saw today and do not constitute any formal response or a professional inspection,
but simply raise questions and concerns about how the area is being managed, from the point of
view of residents living close by.
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The Bund:
A bund has been built to the west of the public footpath. This is a substantial structure and is likely
to mitigate effects of flooding by preventing water and soil being washed into the road. This
appears to be constructed of a material made up from sand and clay.
Ditches/Gullies to the access road:
Currently these are filled with a mixture of large and fine material which may inhibit the free flow of
water. If these were cleared and the ditches filled with large sized stones, possibly with a geotextile
lining, to prevent ingress of fine material into the voids between the large stones , this would form
an open free course for the water to run along the ditches, whilst maintaining stability to the ditch.
Top Lagoon: There appear to be two existing 300mm inlets in the head wall of the top lagoon of
some form of drainage channel. The condition of this channel could be investigated, if it hasn’t been
done already, to ascertain if it is providing surface water runoff discharge. Its condition and
effectiveness could be determined using a CCTV survey.
Lower Lagoon:
This appears to have benefitted from clearance around the entrance, but it was not possible to
inspect it closely.

Entrance to Lagoon looking north

Entrance to Lagoon looking south east
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Derelict Building to the north east of the public footpath:
This is easily accessible to pedestrians via a path through a small area of woodland. The structure
has a corrugated sheet asbestos roof which is in a state of considerable disrepair and showing
fretting edges of asbestos at both roof and ground level with many smaller broken pieces to be
found around the base of the building. There are sacks and tarpaulins which have been dumped and
are # exposing another material and it is a matter of concern that this may be toxic. There are no
fences and no signage discouraging access or warning of danger.

Derelict building with what
appears to be asbestos roof,
to the east of the public
footpath. This can be
accessed freely and there
are no warning signs.
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Photos show material which has been dumped at the eastern end of the derelict building. These
appear to contain material which could be toxic. This area is freely accessible to the public via the
public footpath, through a thinly wooded area, and there are no warning signs visible.
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Amenity site:

Amenity Site east of Public Footpath, clearly
accessed freely by members of the
community

Whilst high fences and barbed wire and signage warn of asbestos and dangerous structures, it is
clearly regularly accessed by young people who use it to design and display graffiti. On a previous
visit, Cllrs were informed by staff employed by WSCC that manholes within the site were welded
down and that they were having difficulty inspecting the drainage system. It is not known whether
an inspection has taken place since that time. It is deemed to be important that water and materials
leaving the site are not contaminated and tests should be carried out regularly. It is not known if
there is a regime in place.
Landfill site:
It is understood that the land was previously undulating. Resident have reported this and described
how the land was boggy and wet in parts, with large retained areas of water. The undulating surface
is mentioned in a report by WSCC. Naturally undulating land is more likely to better attenuate the
flow of water across it. By removing the undulating profile in order to facilitate an area suitable for
planting the risk of water freely travelling downwards across the area is likely to have been increased
dependant on the nature and impermeability of the surface layer.
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A crop has been planted to the north of the site - it may be linseed or rape or similar. Planting
stabilises the top surface and limits erosion. The part of the site south of this, sloping downwards
towards Halewick Lane, does not show much sign of cultivated vegetation taking root at the time of
this report.

Summary:
There are a number of stakeholders involved with the management of this site. The site is adjacent
to a public right of way used by both pedestrians and equestrians to access the South Downs. The
residential area south of the site is directly below the landfill remediation project. It is clear that
there is a joint responsibility on the part of a number of stakeholders to ensure that drainage is well
maintained and monitor for potential toxicity. It is not clear at the moment what kind of regime is in
place to support this.
It is apparent that the amenity site is accessed on a regular basis by young people, evident from the
amount of graffiti present. This is despite the warning signs displayed both inside and outside the
site.
There may be risks to the public from the derelict building to the north of the amenity site from a
deteriorating roof structure which may be asbestos, and from the dumping of material to the east of
this site. This site is freely accessible from the footpath and there are no warning signs.
Some action has clearly been taken, since the flood event, to mitigate the risks. It appears that
further action is advisable.
It has not been possible yet to access records and results of soil and water testing in the area. It
would be desirable to be reassured that there is a regime in place and that potential toxicity of the
site is not likely to affect residents in Halewick Lane and surrounding residential areas.
Sompting Parish Council will continue to monitor investigate the management of the site and insist
on transparency from all agencies and request to be invited to participate in any consultations.
A copy of this report will be sent to all stakeholders with questions under Freedom Of Information
Act.
Cllr Catherine Glynn-Davies
Chair, Amenities and Environment Committee, Sompting Parish Council
17th October 2018

